The
FLOWERS
appear on the earth
the time of the singing

of birds is come

and the voice
of the turtle

is heard
in our land.

Song of Solomon 2:12
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Editorials

BY MATTHEW SWALE

An Unpopular Topic

This quarter’s concepts are unpop-
ular nowadays. The present culture
does not tolerate the biblical concept
of God's wrath. For example, a young
woman once led a Bible study on
Romans on a secular university cam-
pus. Taking one chapter per week,
the content on wrath in Romans 1 and
judgment in Romans 2 resulted in no
one coming back to study chapter 3!
That was a shame, because the death
of Christ in Romans 3 makes no sense
if God is only a cheerleader of human
endeavors. The declaration of God's
anger toward sin in Romans 1 led one
participant to say that the God she be-
lieves in would never be angry. Hers
was not the God of the Bible, the God
of Ezekiel, the God of the Gospels, or
the God of the Pauline Epistles.

The flow of thought this quarter
begins with God’s justice and wrath
toward human sin in lessons 1-3. Les-
sons 1-3 explain the contents of the
cup of God's wrath that Jesus reflects
on and drinks down to the dregs in
lessons 4-6. Lessons 7-8 reflect on
false teaching that, in New Testament
times and today, would seek to con-
vince people that sin is no big deal.
This was a denial of the very logic of
Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection,
that costly price paid by God because
of the horror of sin. Lessons 9-13 fol-
low the logic of the gospel in Romans.

God's just judgment on all people,
religious and irreligious, clarifies the
nature of Christ's sacrifice. The death
of Christ was a costly and drastic re-
sponse to human sin because human
sin is as deep and old as the Garden
of Eden. Lesson 14 takes a broad view
of both the life and death of Christ and
the enduring, eternal solution to sin
that it provides.

Many of this quarter’s texts deal with
God’s wrath and judgment. The world’s
aversion to these biblical concepts is
mentioned above, but frankly, many
Christians do not enjoy reading biblical
passages on these topics either. There
are those who associate wrath and
judgment with the Old Testament and
merciful love with the New Testament.

Three considerations challenge this
notion. First, the New Testament texts
in lessons 3, 4, 5, and 7-11 should be
sufficient to demonstrate that God's
just stance on sin has not changed in
the New Testament. Second, Old Tes-
tament texts like Exodus 34:6-7, Jonah,
and Psalm 145 can help Bible readers
see the thoroughgoing grace of God on
display in the Old Testament. Third, al-
though God does not change between
the Old and New Testaments, He inter-
acts with His people differently in the old
covenant and the new covenant. Judg-
ment and discipline on sin was more
immediate and physical in the old cov-
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enant because of God's arrangement
with Israel explained in Deuteronomy
28. The prophets often preached with
Deuteronomy 28 in the background of
their judgment-talk. In the new cove-
nant, judgment is still present as seen
in two primary locations: the cross and
the Day of the Lord. It is substitution-
ary judgment at the cross, or delayed
judgment until both hell and the fiercest
book in the Bible: Revelation.

Judgment and wrath passages in
both Testaments are good for Chris-
tians to read for at least the following
six reasons. First, they correct the lop-
sided view of God as loving but not
just. Second, they increase believers’
appreciation for what they have been
saved from in Christ. Third, they moti-
vate Christians to witness to those who
will experience God’'s wrath unless
they turn to Christ. Fourth, they teach
Christians to love what God loves and
hate what He hates. Fifth, they provide
an answer to those who wonder why
God does not punish the wickedness
and injustice in the world. And last,
they can cultivate hope by providing
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a glimpse of the final justice Jesus will
bring at His return.

However, the purpose of studying
God’s wrath this quarter is not merely
to reflect on God’s judgment. It is to
emphasize that God's wrath has been
satisfied in Christ. If we only announce
that God judges sin, we have ulti-
mately failed to declare the Christian
message. Make sure that after your
teachers have emphasized the prob-
lem, they share God'’s glorious solution
with their classes.

The second unit emphasizes that
God'’s wrath was poured out on Christ,
and the third unit rejoices in this glo-
rious reality. We are saved entirely by
grace through faith in Christ. Because
Christ has fully borne the wrath of God,
we do not have to. Through our iden-
tification with Him (or “in” Him, as the
New Testament sometimes puts it),
we are delivered. As in Adam all died,
so in Christ shall all be made alive (cf.
1 Cor. 15:22)!

Jesus' once-for-all sacrifice (lesson
14) has no lack. We do not need to
add anything to it. No amount of good
works, giving, or religious rites are re-
quired. We can be confident that if we
have faith in Christ, His blood complete-
ly covers us. While it is true that true
faith will always result in works, that is
not the emphasis of this quarter. While
it might be appropriate for teachers to
occasionally call their classes to exam-
ine the genuineness of their faith this
quarter, that should not be the focus.
Instead of focusing on our own works,
we should focus on Christ, what He has
done, and what He has accomplished.

This quarter, we hope that you can
help your teachers proclaim the good
news. We must not shirk from de-
claring the bad news of God's wrath
against sin and our terrible predica-
ment apart from Christ, but never stop
there! Because God's wrath has been
satisfied in Christ, we can live joyful,
thankful, and obedient lives!



LESSON 1—MARCH 1, 2026

The Dross of
Unrighteousness

Lesson Text: Ezekiel 22:17-31

GOLDEN TEXT—"“As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted
in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that | the Lord have poured out my fury
upon you” (Ezekiel 22:22).

OPENING MOMENTS

Suggested Song (Adults)
“Trust and Obey” (Sammis)

Suggested Song (Children)
“Trust and Obey” (Sammis)

Icebreaker

How have you seen leaders, by ex-
ample or by position, keep others from
making destructive choices? How
have you seen the opposite?

LESSON OUTLINE

1. Jerusalem would be refined by
judgment (Ezek. 22:17-22)

2. Jerusalem’s leaders would be
judged (Ezek. 22:23-31)

KEY ISSUES

Ezekiel's prophetic ministry spanned
593-571 B.C., all while living outside of
his homeland—Judah—in Babylon. He
was deported by the Babylonian army
in 597 B.C., s0 he prophesied about the
destruction of Jerusalem while living in
Babylon (Ezek. 1:1). Jerusalem was not
destroyed, however, until about 587 B.C.
This gap in both time and space typifies
the strangeness of Ezekiel's ministry.

Ezekiel comprises three large sec-
tions. Today's text occurs in the first
section, Ezekiel 1-24, which addresses
deported people from Judah, con-
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vinced their time in Babylon would be
short-lived because God would never
destroy beloved Jerusalem (cf. 13:16).
The following section, chapters 25-32,
contains Ezekiel's messages about the
destruction of nations that opposed
the Lord and His people. The book con-
cludes with chapters 33-48, address-
ing people who received word that the
Lord had judged Jerusalem through its
fiery destruction, just as Ezekiel had
said (33:21). In today’s text, the Lord
explains the purpose of the oncoming
judgment (refinement) and the causes
of judgment (covenant unfaithfulness
among Judah'’s leaders), themes inte-
gral to the book as a whole. Even today,
God's people may experience painful
discipline (Heb. 12:11). However, this is
not for the final purpose of destruction
butin order to refine His people.

SON OF MAN

Ninety-three times in the book
of Ezekiel, God called Ezekiel “son
of man,” reminding the prophet
that he was from the same stock as
those he represented. The phrase
similarly recurs in Daniel (cf. 8:17)
and also refers to the coming mes-
sianic Ruler (cf. 7:13-14). It is the
most common title for Jesus in the



Gospels because of His complete
yet sinless humanity and His eter-
nal reign (Mark 14:62).

Ezekiel 22:17-22 presents the pur-
pose of Jerusalem’s destruction in a
way that is simultaneously forebod-
ing and hopeful. The fire imagery im-
plies three realities. First, the Lord’s
anger burned against Judah’'s cove-
nant-breaking ways (cf. 2 Kgs. 23:26).
Second, Jerusalem would literally burn
at the hands of the Babylonian army
(cf. 25:9). Third, fire would remove the
dross of covenant-breaking from Ju-
dah. Isaiah used the same imagery to
explain how judgment (Isa. 1:24-25)
would remove the dross of unfaithful
Jerusalem (vss. 21-22) to become a
purified, righteous city (vss. 26-27).

Next, in Ezekiel 22:23-31, the
Lord explained how Judah’'s proph-
ets, priests, and princes had invit-
ed God’'s judgment. He focused on
the leaders not because the general
populace in Judah was innocent of
covenant-breaking (cf. 22:29; 18:1-4)
but because their sin had led others
astray and blocked the God-ordained
means for spiritual repair. Ezekiel's
focus on leaders is like James's state-
ment about “greater” judgment on
teachers (Jas. 3:1-2).

The Lord judged Judah's leaders
for their sinfulness (Ezek. 22:25-27).
In verse 26, God singled out priests
because they had not “shewed,” or
caused to be known, the truth of God's
word. This contrasted with God’s ac-
tions throughout Ezekiel, which con-
sistently caused Judah to “know” that
He is the Lord (cf. 5:13; 24:27). In to-
day’s text, God caused Judah to know
the Lord as Judge (22:22). This paved
the way for Judah later to know the
Lord as Redeemer (34:27). The Lord’s
judgment would reverse their spiritual
ignorance.
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The leaders were also called out
for what they had left undone (22:30).
These leaders should have stood
“in the gap” to avert God's judgment
(vss. 30-31). Psalm 106 explains how
Moses as prophet (vs. 23) and Phine-
has as priest (vs. 30) stood in the gap
through prayer and disciplinary action
to avert God's judgment on Israel. To-
day, we are urged to pray for others (cf.
1 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:18). As we bring oth-
ers before the throne of grace, we can
make a difference in the lives of people
even if they live across the globe.

“Princes” (Ezek. 22:27) some-
times refers to governing authorities
(cf. 1 Kgs. 20:19) who could use their
office to promote covenant faithful-
ness among the people. Instead, they
used the people, and so Jerusalem
would fall. But one day Someone
would repair the gap (Amos 9:11). He
would be the perfect Prophet (John
4:19), Priest (Heb. 7:23-26), and Prince
(Isa. 9:7), the Lord Jesus Christ.

BRINGING IT HOME

The song for this lesson, “Trust and
Obey,” provides a good template for re-
sponding to this text. Repentance and
faith in Christ averts fiery judgment.
Even when believers experience God's
fatherly discipline, they look to Jesus
for strength (Heb. 12:1-11). Then, fu-
eled by Christ’s grace, readers of this
text should ask whether they care for
the widows (Ezek. 22:25), the poor
(vs. 29), and the immigrants in their
community.

All Christians, regardless of lead-
ership positions, should consider
whether they say, “Thus saith the Lord
God, when the Lord hath not spoken”
(vs. 28) and thus misrepresent God’s
Word. The prophets show the judg-
ment Christ took for believers, as well
as the qualities of a life refined by
God'’s judgment.
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