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Dear students,

Welcome to Intermediate Bible Class'! We hope it helps you get
excited about learning and applying God's Word!

Here are some of the features:
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The Big Idea highlights the main point of the lesson.

Discussion Questions are within the lesson to help you interact with
the topic.

What If? helps you imagine how the Bible lesson might be applied to a
hypothetical scenario that could occur in your everyday life.

The Big Question addresses some doubts, fears, or concerns you may
have about God, His Word, or life in general.

Next Steps give you ways to be doing what the lesson is teaching
throughout the week.

The Prayer Point encourages you to commit to praying for something
in the coming week.

Christ Focus shows how every lesson points to Jesus.

Talk About It gives you ideas on things to discuss with trusted
Christian adults in your life.
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UNIT 1:




THE DROSS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

Lesson1
March 1,2026

Lesson Text: Ezekiel 22:17-31

“As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be
melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that | the Lord
have poured out my fury upon you" (Ezekiel 22:22).

Q BIG IDEA: Israel's leaders led the people away from God's law,

bringing His wrath.

EZEK. 22:17 And the word of the LorD
came unto me, saying,

18 Son of man, the house of Israel is to
me become dross: all they are brass, and tin,
and iron, and lead, in the midst of the fur-
nace; they are even the dross of silver.

19 Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop;
Because ye are all become dross, behold,
therefore I will gather you into the midst
of Jerusalem.

20 As they gather silver, and brass, and
iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of
the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt
it; so will I gather you in mine anger and
in my fury, and I will leave you there, and
melt you.

21 Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon
you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be
melted in the midst thereof.

22 Assilver is melted in the midst of the
furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst
thereof; and ye shall know that I the LorD
have poured out my fury upon you.

23 And the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying,

24 Son of man, say unto her, Thou arr
the land that is not cleansed, nor rained
upon in the day of indignation.

25 There is a conspiracy of her prophets
in the midst thereof; like a roaring lion rav-
ening the prey; they have devoured souls;
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they have taken the treasure and precious
things; they have made her many widows in
the midst thereof.

26 Her priests have violated my law, and
have profaned mine holy things: they have
put no difference between the holy and pro-
fane, neither have they shewed difference be-
tween the unclean and the clean, and have
hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am
profaned among them.

27 Her princes in the midst thereof are
like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood,
and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain.

28 And her prophets have daubed them
with untempered morter, secing vanity, and
divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith
the Lord Gop, when the Lorp hath not
spoken.

29 The people of the land have used op-
pression, and exercised robbery, and have
vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have
oppressed the stranger wrongfully.

30 And I sought for a man among them,
that should make up the hedge, and stand
in the gap before me for the land, that I
should not destroy it: but I found none.

31 Therefore have I poured out mine
indignation upon them; I have consumed
them with the fire of my wrath: their own
way have I recompensed upon their heads,
saith the Lord Gop.

We get in trouble when we disobey our parents. Sometimes our parents warn

us and give us a second chance. At other times, there are significant consequences.
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The Bible teaches that disobedience has consequences! While the Lord is long-
suffering, He is not “forever-suffering.” Our Father is too good to allow His people to
continue in sin. Israel was going to face severe consequences for their disobedience.

God compared Israel's ungodliness to the dross of silver. Dross is impure, worthless
stuff mixed in with silver. Israel had become corrupt because it no longer reflected
God's greatness and glory. The people were all dross, not silver!

The Lord had enough of their disobedience. He announced He would use the city
of Jerusalem as the furnace to judge them (Ezek. 22:18-22). Many Israelites believed
God would never turn over the city of David to their enemies. They ignored Ezekiel
and continued to trust in a place rather than in the Keeper of Israel (Ps. 121:5).

% What do people trust in for safety today?

Israel’s misplaced trust would spell their doom. They would finally understand
that the Lord poured out His fury on their godlessness (Ezek. 22:22).

The basis of the Lord’s judgment was the wrongdoing of three groups of people—
the priests, the princes, and the prophets (vss. 26-28). All three groups should have
been serving Israel but instead took advantage of others for selfish gain.

They forgot that the Lord has a particular concern for widows, the poor, the needy,
and strangers, who were often abused their lack of money, family, or status in society.

% How would you know if you loved money more than God?

=)

These leaders were all guilty of putting money ahead of righteousness. The love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil (1 Tim. 6:10). When God’s people lose their love for
God, they also lose their love for others. Loving God and loving others are connected!

God mentioned the prophets twice. They devoured the wealth of the weakest
(Ezek. 22:25) and failed to fulfill their office. They should have rebuked the princes
and priests. Instead, they supported them. They didn’t solve the problem; they just
hid it. They covered up wickedness by saying, “Thus saith the Lord,” when the Lord
never said any such thing (vs. 28)!

= Who are some people who have influenced you for good?

It should not be surprising that God’s people followed the example of their leaders
(vs. 29). Leaders are important and influence others for good or for evil. Christians
need to listen to the Holy Spirit to reveal if the actions of their leaders are sinful or
good; it is not always obvious at first.

God looked for a reason to turn away His wrath. However, Israel’s iniquities were
so widespread that God could not find anyone who stood against the nation’s ungod-
liness (vss. 29-30). Therefore, the Lord would pour out His fury upon them (vs. 31).
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WHAT IF? You just made a new Christian friend at school or church. You spend
alot of time together and come to enjoy each other’s friendship. One day, while you
are at his home, he turns on a TV program you know doesn’t honor the Lord. His
parents are OK with it. However, you realize that if your parents found out, they
would be upset that you watched it. But you don’t want to offend him and lose the
friendship. What are some ways you could handle this difficult situation?

WHAT SHOULD WE DO WHEN WE KNOW THAT WE SINNED? ..

will be times when we do something that we know is wrong. When that happens,
the Holy Spirit keeps bugging us because He lives in us and does not want us to
feel peace when we sin.

We know we should go back and make it right. We can make a million excuses.
We can refuse to make it right because the others were also wrong.

However, when we know we are wrong, we must admit it. If we confess our
sins, God will forgive (1 John 1:9). Also, we must make it right with those we have
sinned against. You don’t want to be stubborn until the Lord deals with you (see
1 Cor. 11:31-32).

NEXT STEPS Ask God to soften your heart to hear Him speaking through
the Scriptures. Carefully listen to the words of others because they sometimes see
things we miss, and God often uses others to help us. End your day by asking God
to show any sins you failed to see.

PRAYER POINT

CHRIST FOCUS

Jesus showed righteous anger against those who
hindered worship at God's temple (John 2:13-16).

TALK ABOUT IT

Ask a trusted Christian adult how he or she has seen God

discipline Christians.
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